HSI
Lesson
Plan

LESSON PLAN INSTRUCTIONS
Objectives:
Students will consider the role that HSIs have played in the landscape of higher education
and articulate the importance of these institutions for improving access to opportunity.

Key Points:
●
●

●
●

Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs) are 2- or 4-year colleges and universities where
at least 25% of the full-time student population is Hispanic/Latino.
HSI is a federal designation that qualifies these institutions for grant money. They
must use the grants to strengthen programs and services to expand the educational
opportunities for the Latino students attending their institution.
There are currently 492 HSIs, representing 15% of all institutions of higher
education. HSIs enroll 65% of all Latino undergraduates, or 1.97 million students!
91% said of HSI alumni said their college was a good place for students of racial and
ethnic minorities.

Activities:
1. Worksheet: Researching HSIs
a. Estimated time: 15 -20 min
b. Students will conduct research on an HSI of their choosing, including
information on the undergraduate population and graduation rates.
Students will consider the importance of federal funding for colleges that
educate a high percentage of underrepresented students.

Requirements:
1. Printed hard copies of the worksheet
2. Access to a computer to research college information and reference RaiseMe
information.

Learn more at www.raise.me
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An Introduction to HSIs
Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs) are 2- or 4-year colleges and universities where at least
25% of the full-time student population is Hispanic/Latino. This is a federal distinction that
makes these institutions eligible for grant funding.
These colleges and universities must use this grant money to strengthen programs and
services to expand the educational opportunities for the Latino students attending their
institution.

“An Examination of Existing and Emerging Hispanic-Serving Institutions’ Latino Initiatives and Culture”,
University of Pennsylvania

What projects might fall under “faculty and curriculum development”? How
would that activity support Latino students?

Learn more at www.raise.me
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Quick Facts3
●
●
●

●
●

There are currently 492 HSIs, representing 15% of all institutions of higher education
HSIs enroll 65% of all Latino undergraduates, or 1.97 million students!
84% of HSIs are located in 6 states and Puerto Rico:
○ CA = 163
○ Texas = 90
○ Puerto Rico = 63
○ New York = 26
○ Florida = 25
○ Illinois = 24
○ New Mexico = 23
85%+ of HSIs are located either in a city (264) or suburb (154) as opposed to rural
(30) or town (44)
Of the 492 HSIs, 192 offer graduate degree programs

Why You Should Pay Attention
A College or University has to apply to be designated as an HSI.
●
●

In that application, they outline the commitments they are making to support Latino
student success on their campus.
These institutions are thinking proactively about the needs of underrepresented
minorities and developing measures to help all their students to and through
college.

Two-thirds of Latino undergraduates are attending HSIs!
●

That means these institutions have student organizations, campus resources, and
alumni networks that are well established to support your educational journey.

Why do you think two-thirds of Latino students in higher education attend an HSI?

Excelencia in Education. (2018). Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs): 2016 -17. Washington, D.C.: Excelencia in
Education.
3

Learn more at www.raise.me
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Alumni Results
A report published Sept. 2018 outlined the life outcomes of graduates from 12 HSIs.
14,320 graduates who received their bachelors degree between 2000 and 2017 were
interviewed.
The study4 found that:
●

91% said their college was a good place for students of racial and ethnic minorities

●

36% strongly agreed that their professors cared about them as a person (compared
to 32% of college graduates nationally)
41% said their job gives them the opportunity to do work that interests them
(compared to 37% of college graduates nationally)

●

Famous Alumni of HSIs

Eva Longoria
Texas A&M University - Kingsville

Dania Ramirez
Montclair State University

Andy Garcia
Florida International University

Why do you think 91% of HSI graduates said their college was a good place for
racial and ethnic minorities? What do you think those colleges are doing to create
that environment?

“Examining Life Outcomes Among Graduates of Hispanic-Serving Institutions.” Excelencia in Education &
Gallup
4

Learn more at www.raise.me
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Worksheet: Researching HSIs
Log in to your RaiseMe account and navigate to the College page.
Filter for Hispanic-Serving Institution. Choose one HSI listed to research further
and answer the following questions:

College Name:
1.

What are the three most represented ethnicities on this campus?

2.

What is the student to faculty ratio?

3.

What is the overall 6 year graduation rate? What is the 6 year graduation rate for
Hispanic/Latino students?

4.

What is the average salary of graduates?

If a RaiseMe college partner:
5.

What is a micro-scholarship they offer that sticks out to you?

6.

What is the minimum GPA requirement to earn on RaiseMe?

7.

When is the RaiseMe earning deadline?

Learn more at www.raise.me
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REFLECT
1.

Why do you think the government recognizes and provides extra money to
institutions of higher education that enroll large populations of students from
underrepresented minority groups?

2.

Do you think grants from the government is sufficient to meet those goals you
described? What else could colleges be doing?

3.

What might be the pros and cons for a Latino student to attend an HSI?

Learn more at www.raise.me
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